IS   IT  A  CURSE?

community do unfortunately mix this up with
their religion.1

Any one of these three Hindu leaders should be ia
possession of the facts ; yet no two agree. The author
of Mother India, investigating this question, arrives, as
the book itself shows, at the same conclusion as the last-
quoted witness. Yet the significant fact remains ; all
three Hindus agree that the evil of child marriage pre-
vails somewhere.

Meantime the orthodox legislators grew uneasy in
their seats at hearing tj^e Western-educated members
talk as if the Hindu masses were prepared to follow
them in regulating Hindu marriages ; and one of the
orthodox leaders, Mr. D. U. Belvi, assemblyman from
Southern Bombay, gave voice to the following stric-
ture:

I do not care for those Hindus who have gone to
England, and who have eaten beef and meat , . .
we have to realise that the large bulk of the people
of this country are orthodox. We have to legislate
for those people,

. , . . We must be taken as we are. We have got
a certain set of tenets, a certain set of beliefs and
customs. These must be respected, and the laws
which you frame here must be suited to those cxis-
toms^and beliefs, . . , You are always on the top
note, talking in hyperbolic language, and you do
not want to consider the feelings of the millions of
people who are outside this House. . . . Do you

1 Legislative Assembly Debates^ September xsth, 19^7, p. 4,415*
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